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Places Joseph Smith lived
for six months or more.

Boundaries of 1844
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My name is Riley Adamson.

In my free time, I love making charts that explain complex things and thought it’d be a fun 
challenge to make one about Joseph Smith. My other charts are on topics like economics, particle 
physics and river systems. I’m not looking for fame, and I’m also not looking to hide. It’s nice to 
know my work is appreciated, but not what drives me to make things.  

All of this was compiled in good faith to be as accurate as possible from pro-LDS sources. I’m not 
an expert in LDS history or Joseph Smith. If you find an error, please kindly let me know and I’ll 
do my best to correct it. 

Talking about history points that are agreed on by Church Historians, BYU Professors and other 
leading apologists is not persecution. The glory of God is intelligence, or light and truth. There 
should be no interest in hiding the actions of his Prophets. I believe that history should be easily 
consumable and sharable -- even if it is not faith promoting or useful. 

I imagine members will say “You only cherrypicked the negative things.” 
Well, are they accurate? Shouldn’t the Work of God be the most scrutinizable and durable things 
of all history? No facts should be able to slow the Work of God.

I believe in religious freedom. I hope that you're well informed about your religion as it makes 
everyone better. More informed members are better missionaries and better neighbors. I believe 
more information and perspective typically makes you more thoughtful and compassionate. 

If something here is scary or hurts your feelings, I'm genuinely sorry. Please take time to process. 
Please don’t shoot the messanger -- I have no interest in challenging your religious views. 

JosephSmithChart.com

Second Great Awakening

Family gets a 
mortgage for the 

farm.

July 1823 Family unable to 
pay mortgage for 
the farm. Stay on 
farm in exchange 

for labor.

Crops fail. “Year Without 
a Summer”

Family opens a 
small shop

Moved to a log 
home outside of 

town as renters or 
possibly squatters.

Joseph mention the 
First Vision in 

private journal.

Nov. 1835

Joseph dictated to scribe Warren Parrish.
“and I called on the Lord in mighty prayer. A pillar 
of fire appeared above my head. It presently rested 
down upon me and filled me with joy unspeakable. 
A personage appeared in the midst of this pillar of 
flame, which was spread all around and yet 
nothing consumed. Another personage soon 
appeared, like unto the first. He said unto me, 
“Thy sins are forgiven thee.” He testified unto me 
that Jesus Christ is the son of God. And I saw many 
angels in this vision. I was about fourteen years old 
when I received this first communication.”

Church History 
account of the First 

Vision.

1838

Documented in 1838 but not published until 
1842.

“When the light rested upon me I saw two 
Personages, whose brightness and glory defy all 
description, standing above me in the air. One of 
them spake unto me, calling me by name and 
said, pointing to the other—This is My Beloved 
Son. Hear Him!”

Wentworth Letter
Mar. 1842

“I was enwrapped in a heavenly vision and saw 
two glorious personages who exactly resembled 
each other in features and likeness, surrounded 
with a brilliant light which eclipsed the sun at 
noonday. They told me that all religious 
denominations were believing in incorrect doctrines 
and that none of them was acknowledged of God”

Joseph first 
describes the 
First Vision.

In private journal.

Summer 1832

Only handwritten account by Joseph.
Unknown publicly until 1965.
“I cried unto the Lord for mercy for there was none 
else to whom I could go and to obtain mercy and 
the Lord heard my cry in the wilderness and while 
in < the > attitude of calling upon the Lord < in 
the 16th year of my age > a piller of fire light 
above the brightness of the sun at noon day come 
down from above and rested upon me and I was 
filled with the spirit of god and the < Lord > 
opened the heavens upon me and I saw the Lord 
and he spake unto me saying Joseph < my son > 
thy sins are forgiven thee.”

First public 
accounts of the 

First Vision.
Jan Shipps has written that the vision was 
"practically unknown" until an account of it was 
published in 1842. LDS historian Richard Bushman 
wrote, "At first, Joseph was reluctant to talk about 
his vision. Most early converts probably never 
heard about the 1820 vision."

February 1828
Martin Harris 

Showed Transcript
to Scholars

First Vision
Spring 1820

Joseph Sr. and Jr. 
start a money 

digging company 
involving Josiah 

Stowell.

Nov. 1, 1825

Company stays with 
Isaac Hale’s family.

Nov. 1825

Brother Alvin dies

Nov. 19, 1823 Joseph commits to
Isaac Hale
he will stop

glass-looking

Aug. 1827

Martin Harris,
a wealthy resident

commits to help
financially.

Oct. 1827

Transcription of a 
few characters.

Dec. 1827

Martin Harris 
Showed Transcript 

to Scholars

Feb. 1828

Martin Harris
becomes skeptical
and moves back to

Palmyra.

Mar. 1829

Joseph tries to keep
Martin Harris with
a revelation which

mentions 
establishing

a church.

Mar. 1829

Oliver Cowdery
starts as a scribe

for Joseph. 
Translates rest of

Mosiah, Alma and
3rd Nephi.

April 1829

Difficulty finding 
willing printing 

press.

Joseph and Oliver
baptize each other.

May 15, 1829

The Church of 
Christ is organized.

April 6, 1830

Book of 
Commandments 

Published

Dec. 1832 School of the 
Prophets start.

Word of Wisdom 
first written.

Winter 1833

First descriptions 
of the Aaronic and 

Melchizedek 
Priesthoods 
restorations.

1834

First Presidency 
organized with 

Jesse Gause and 
Sidney Rigdon as 

counselors.

Mar. 18, 1833

School of the Elders

The Lectures on 
Faith.

Nov. 1834

Quorum of 12 & 
Quorum of 70 

created.

Feb. 1835

D&C Published

Membership: 2,661 Membership: 3,140 Membership: 4,372 Membership: 8,835 Membership: 13,293 Membership: 16,282 Membership: 17,881 Membership: 16,460 Membership: 16,865 Membership: 19,856 Membership: 23,564 Membership: 25,980 Membership: 26,146Membership: 680Membership: 280Membership: 6

Sept. 1835

Kirtland Temple 
construction begins.

June 6, 1833

Kirtland Temple 
dedicated.

March 27, 1836

Sealing Power 
given from Elijah to 

Joseph

April 3, 1836

Start construction of 
the Nauvoo 

Temple.

Fall 1840 First endowment 
ceremony.

May 4, 1842

First sealings.

Fall 1841

Second Annointing.

Sept. 28, 1843

Missouri battles 
between Saints and 
locals. Saints move 

out of Jackson 
County to 

neighboring areas.

Fall 1833

Joseph and Sidney 
are tarred and 

feathered.

Mar. 24, 1832

Gov. Boggs of MO 
was shot, possibly 
by Porter Rockwell 

sent by Joseph 
Smith.

May 6, 1842

Zion’s 
Camp

Armed party led by 
Joseph Smith, 

departs from Ohio 
to defend the 

Mormons expelled 
from Jackson 

County, Missouri. 
Shortly after 

arriving in Missouri, 
the force is 
disbanded.

Spring 1834

Church moves to 
Kirtland, Ohio.

Winter 1831
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Prep to consolidate 
church in Missouri.

Summer and Fall 1836

Church moves to 
Missouri

Church moves to 
Nauvoo

Extensive 
missionary work in 

England by 
Apostles.

Joseph visits 
Independence, 

Missouri labeled as 
Zion. Temple site 

dedicated but never 
built.

Summer 1831

Oliver Cowdery 
sent on mission to 

the Lamanites.

June 1830

Other leaders claim 
prophethood 

revelation. Joseph 
clarifies only he can 
receive revelation.

Summer 1830

Sidney Rigdon and 
his congregation 
join Mormonism.

Fall 1830

3 and 8 witnesses.

June 1829

Joseph obtains
the copyright

June 11, 1829

Martin Harris starts 
as scribe.

Work to translate 
the first 116 pages.

~Apr. 12 1828

Martin Harris 
shows manuscript 

to family.

~June 14, 1828

Joseph learns 
Martin Harris lost 
the 116 pages.

July 1828

First child, Alvin 
dies. Emma almost 

dies.

June 15, 1828
Birth and death of 

twins.

April 30, 1831

Joseph III born

Nov. 6, 1832 Frederick Granger 
Williams Smith 

born.

June 20, 1836

Don Carlos Smith
Died at 14mo old.

June 13, 1840

Stillborn

Feb. 6, 1842
David Hyrum Smith

born.

Nov. 17, 1844

Alexander Hale 
Smith born.

June 2, 1838

First polygamous 
relationship: 
Fanny Alger 
Age 16 to 20

Polygamy and Polyandry 
Joseph Smith had between 30 to 40 plural wives

according to careful estimates.

Sometime between 1832 and 1837

Adopt Murdock 
twins.

May 9, 1831

Joseph starts 
translating again. 

Slow progress. 
Works on Mosiah.

Sept. 22, 1828

Joseph Smith on 
Trial for being a 

“disorderly person”

Glass-
Looker
Trial

Mar. 1826

Smith is the subject of judicial proceedings in 
South Bainbridge, New York before Justice Albert 
Neely. He is charged with being a "disorderly 
person", because he was a "glass looker". 
According to witnesses, he was either convicted but 
allowed to escape, or discharged for lack of 
evidence. Smith states that by looking at the stone 
he can discover hidden treasures, gold mines, 
coined money, and lost property.

A revival of religious interest and large gatherings 
in rural communities. This included debates 
between preachers and members.

Joseph Smith on 
Trial for being a 

“disorderly person”

June and July 1830

Joseph arrested, tried, and acquitted in South 
Bainbridge, New York, after being charged as a 
disorderly person; arrested, tried, and discharged 
on same charge in Colesville, New York, soon after.

All of the Book of Mormon we have today was 
translated with this rock in a hat.

“Now the first that my <husband> translated, 
[the book] was translated by use of the Urim, and 
Thummim, and that was the part that Martin Harris 
lost, after that he used a small stone, not exactly, 
black, but was rather a dark color.”
- Emma

Seer stones were a common part of folk magic in 
the time and region.

Joseph was going to be castrated but doctor 
refused. His tooth was chipped when the mob tried 
to poison him.

The reason the mob did this is unclear - possible 
reasons include religious persecution. Another is 
Joseph may have made advances on a teenager 
Nancy Marinda Johnson (who he was later sealed 
to) or a dispute over property.

One of the adopted Murdock twins died of exposure 
related to this fight.

A set of seven theological lectures. These were 
initially included with the Doctrine and Covenants, 
but were removed in the 1920s

Harris states that Joseph translated by using the 
"two stones set in a bow of silver" by "placing them 
in the hat." 

for the Book of Mormon  with just the titlepage.

Fanny lived with the Smith family and was a 
servant. This relationship was not public or well 
known. Oliver Cowdery was upset about it and was 
later excommunicated over this disagreement. 

Kinderhook Plates

1843

Fake plates ‘found’ to bait Joseph into translating 
them. Joseph examined them and compared the 
symbols to previous translations.

First between Joseph and Emma.

Was in Boston at time of Joseph’s death. Many of 
Young's followers would later reminisce that while 
Young spoke at the Conference of Aug. 8, 1844 to 
determine new church leadership, he looked and 
sounded similar to Smith, which they attributed to 
the power of God.

Young lead the church as the President of the 
Quorum of the 12 Apostles until 1847 where in 
Utah, he recreated the First Presidency.

Kept polygamy for around 50 more years.

Was in Pennsylvania at time of Joseph’s death.

Joseph runs for 
President of USA.

Jan. 29, 1844

Egyptian Mummies 
and Papyri 
Purchased

July 1835

Book of Abraham 
Translation

Fall 1835

Joseph translates
Nephi 1&2

(replacements for 
the lost 116 pages).

Translation is 
finished.

June 1829

E.B. Grandin starts
printing 5,000

copies. Paid for by
Martin Harris.

Aug. 1829

with Emma Hale
Elopes

Jan. 18, 1827

Joseph starts 
participating in 

treasure digging.

Seer Stone

Joseph found this seer stone in a well on the 
property of Clark Chase. Used for treasure digging 
and translating the Book of Mormon.

First Visit 
of Moroni

Sept. 21, 1823

2nd Visit
Sept. 22, 1824

Goes alone. Unable to bring Alvin with him since 
his passing.

3rd Visit
Sept. 22, 1825

Brings Samuel T. Lawrence with him.

4th Visit
Sept. 22, 1826

Goes alone.

Gets Plates
Sept. 22, 1827

Brings Emma with him.

Money digging company believes they own a part 
of the discovery.

Kirtland Safety 
Society Bank

Late 1836 to Mid1837

A good idea that was poorly exeuted and caused many of issues for Joseph and members. Leadership faught 
and many left or were excommunicated over this issue. 

Mob of mostly 
former members 
storm the jail and 
kill Joseph and 

Hyrum.

Death
in Carthage 

Jail

June 27, 1844

William Law and 
his followers 

published only one 
issue critical of 

Joseph and reveal 
polygamy which 

was a secret at the 
time.

Joseph has the 
printing press 

destroyed.
This caused riots.

Claim: President of the Quorum 
of the 12 Apostles

Claim: Senior surviving member of the 
First Presidency

Moved church to Pennsylvania

Moved church to Utah

Claim: Direct descendant

Stayed in Illinois

Claim: Letter of Appointment

 Nauvoo 
Expositor

June 7, 1844

Enacted by Joseph 
for the Nauvoo 

Legion to 
counteract the riots.

Martial 
Law

June 18, 1844

Joseph Smith Sr.
tells his family of 
his second vision.

Narrow path
with delicious fruit 

on tree. Brings 
family.

Spacious building
across valley.

Joseph Smith Sr.
tells his family of 
his third vision.
Garden with 12
wooden giants
that heal him.

Dec. 1817
Joseph Smith Sr.

becomes a 
Free Mason

Joseph Smith Sr.
has a 6th vision
of rushing to a 
meetinghouse
and needing to 
repent to enter.

Joseph Smith Sr.
tells his family of 

his 7th vision.
Spirit wrote on 

paper and then he 
woke up.

Joseph Smith Sr.
tells his family of 
his first vision.

Describes log box
containing food.
Analogy for no

true religion today.

Solomon Mack
(JS’s grandfather)

sees a vision
and publishes

a booklet about it.

Typhoid Fever 
and bone infection.
Undergoes surgery
to remove infection.

Leg Surgery
Unknown dateBirth

Dec. 23, 1805

SHARON, VT ROYALTON, VTTURNBRIDGE, VT LEBANON, NH NORWICH, VT PALMYRA, NY MANCHESTER, NY PALMYRA, NY HARMONY, PA FAYETTE, NY

KIRTLAND, OHIO

MISSOURI

NAUVOO, ILLINOIS

COLESVILLE, NY

Succession Crisis

“Brighamites”
Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints

“Rigdonites”
Church of Jesus Christ

“Strangites”
Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter Day Saints

Church of Christ “Whitmerites”

Not associated with Mormonism

Reorganized Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

Book of 
Mormon 
Published

Mar. 26, 1830

Charges Against JS for Issuing Bank Notes 
without State Charter

Reinstated as Apostles
Orson Hyde
William Smith

Oliver Cowdery joins

Sidney Rigdon joins

Sidney Rigdon role 
was deminished.

Martin Harris joins

Martin Harris

At least 27 other leaders

Brigham Young joins

Hyrum Smith joins

David Whitmer joins

John Whitmer joins

Oliver Cowdery

Martin Harris

Newel K. Whitney

David Whitmer

Hiram Page

William E. McLellin

William E. McLellin

W. W. Phelps

Parley P. Pratt

John Taylor

Sidney Rigdon

Brigham Young

James Strang

Joseph Smith III

James Strang joins

John C. Bennett joins

John C. Bennett

John C. Bennett added 
to the First Presidency.

John C. Bennett

Emma Hale Smith

William Law joins

William Law

William Law added to 
First Presidency.

William Law removed 
from first presidency.

John Taylor joins

Frederick G. Williams

Frederick G. Williams

EXCOMMUNICATED

EXCOMMUNICATED

Released from First 
Presidency

1841 Sealings 1842 Sealings 1843 Sealings

Louisa Beaman, 26yr

Concurrently married

Agnes M. C. S., 33

Zina Diantha H. J., 20

Joseph married between 
12-14 women who were 
concurrently married to 
another men in the Church.

Mary E. R. L., 23

Sylvia Porter Lyon, 23

Patty Bartlett S., 47

Marinda N. J. H., 27

Elizabeth D. B. D., 50

Sarah M. K. H. C. 53

Delcena J. S. 37

Eliza R. S. 38

Sarah A. Whitney, 17

Martha MB. K. 37

Ruth D. V. S. 34

Flora Ann W. 16

Emily D. P. 19

Eliza M. P., 22

Almera W. J., 30

Lucy Walker, 17

Sarah Lawrence, 17

Maria Lawrence, 19

Helen Mar Kimball, 14

Hannah Elly, 29

Sealed to Emma on 
May 28, 1843

Elvira A. C. H., 29

Rhoda Richards, 58

Desdemona W. F., 32

Olive G. F., 27

Mary A. F. P. 34

Melissa Lott, 19

Nancy M. W., 14

Fanny Young M. 56

Presendia L. H. B., 31
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Missouri
Mormon

War
Influx of members 

lead to tension over 
property and voting 

with locals.
Missouri Executive 

Order 44 to murder 
all Mormons.

Church leaders 
captured and to be 
executed. Saved by 

Doniphan. 
Imprisoned at 
Liberty Jail.

Joseph escaped.

Oliver Cowdery

And Apostles:
Lyman E. Johnson
John F. Boynton
Luke S. Johnson
Thomas B. Marsh
Orson Hyde
William Smith

David Whitmer

John Whitmer

W. W. Phelps

EXCOMMUNICATED

John C. Bennett
Temporary

William E. McLellin
Temporary

William E. McLellin
Temporary

John C. Bennett
Temporary

Martin Harris
Temporary

John Whitmer
Temporary

Rejoined in Nov 1848

Rejoined in Nov 1870

11 yrs old when Joseph died

Sources

About Compiler

Joseph becomes a 
Freemason

March 1842

"J.C. Bennett was involved in bringing Freemasonry 
to Nauvoo. This influenced the temple endowment.

Between church leaders and their polygamous 
“spiritual” wives.


